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honors only those DSPs who have dem-
onstrated an exemplary commitment to 
bettering the lives of the individuals they 
serve. Thanks to Nash’s incredible work, the 
people he supports have a greater opportunity 
to participate and contribute in their commu-
nity. I am extremely grateful to have Nash as 
a constituent and am very proud to recognize 
his devoted service to the people of my district 
and the state of Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the amazing work of Igancio ‘‘Nash’’ Cantu. 
We must always honor those who devote 
themselves to enriching the lives of others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained yester-
day and missed roll No. 149. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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HONORING MIKALA JOHOKU JOHN 
JEFFERSON ZUBER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Mikala Johoku 
John Jefferson Zuber. Mikala is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 374, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Mikala has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Mikala has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Mikala has earned the rank of Warrior in the 
Tribe of Mic-O-Say and the Four Star Reli-
gious Award. Mikala has also contributed to 
his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Mikala constructed book shelves for 
Gracemor Elementary School in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Mikala Johoku John Jefferson 
Zuber for his accomplishments with the Boy 
Scouts of America and for his efforts put forth 
in achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present for rollcall votes #144, #145, and 
#146 on Tuesday, May 14, 2013. I was at-

tending a funeral. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all three votes. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAXINE P. CLARKE 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Maxine P. Clarke has an-
swered that call by giving of herself as an ed-
ucator at Dunaire Elementary School, and as 
a beloved wife, mother and friend; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Clarke has been chosen as 
the 2013 Teacher of the Year, representing 
Dunaire Elementary School; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, motivational speeches and 
words of wisdom; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Clarke is a virtuous woman, 
a courageous woman and a fearless leader 
who has shared her vision, talents and pas-
sion to help ensure that our children receive 
an education that is relevant not only for 
today, but well into the future, as she truly un-
derstands that our children are the future; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Maxine P. 
Clarke for her leadership and service for our 
District and in recognition of this singular 
honor as 2013 Teacher of the Year at Dunaire 
Elementary School; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim May 
2, 2013 as Mrs. Maxine P. Clarke Day in the 
4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 2nd day of May, 2013. 
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STATEMENT ON AZERBAIJAN 
REPUBLIC DAY 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in celebration of the 95th anniver-
sary of Republic Day on May 28th. Later this 
year, Azerbaijan will also celebrate the 22nd 
anniversary of its freedom from the Soviet 
Union and the beginning of diplomatic rela-
tions with the United States. 

Located at the crossroads of Western Asia 
and Eastern Europe, Azerbaijan was estab-
lished in 1918 becoming the first democratic 
and secular republic in the Muslim world be-
fore being incorporated into the Soviet Union 
in 1920. The country regained its independ-
ence in 1991. 

The U.S. and Azerbaijan have developed a 
strong relationship through the opening of 
Caspian energy sources for development by 
American companies, which has also allowed 
the country to emerge as an essential player 

in global energy security. The Baku-Tbilisi- 
Ceyhan pipeline project has become a vital 
part of delivering Caspian Sea resources to 
world markets and serves as a prime example 
of the development of the South Caucasus re-
gion. 

Azerbaijan has continually assisted the 
United States on matters of international secu-
rity, supporting and participating in operations 
in both Kosovo and Iraq as well as being ac-
tively engaged in Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has 
regularly facilitated landing and refueling oper-
ations for U.S. and NATO forces in the region. 
Furthermore, Azerbaijan offered strong and 
immediate aid to the United States directly fol-
lowing the devastating events of 9/11. 

Again, it is my distinct pleasure to honor the 
Republic of Azerbaijan in celebration of the 
95th anniversary of Republic Day, and to rec-
ognize the valuable bilateral relationship be-
tween the United States and Azerbaijan. 
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HONORING JAMES DOUGLAS 
HOOTEN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize James Douglas 
Hooten. James is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 374, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

James has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years James has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
James has earned the rank of Warrior in the 
Tribe of Mic–O–Say and the Four Star Reli-
gious Award. James has also contributed to 
his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. James designed and planted land-
scaping for an outdoor classroom at Davidson 
Elementary School in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending James Douglas Hooten for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,765,040,725,133.72. We’ve 
added $6,138,163,676,220.64 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 
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